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Killam Research Fellowships Information 
 
 

Some Facts 
 

• Up to 8 Fellowships are awarded by the Canada Council for the Arts each year. In 2012, 7 were 
awarded from 95 applications (7.4% success rate). 

• There is a two-stage adjudication process by Canada Council. Stage 1 reduces the total set to 
about 20. Stage 2 makes the final decision on which applications receive the award. The 
adjudicators are the same in both stages. 

• These fellowships are open to ALL disciplines, with no quotas as to how many are given in a 
particular research area. And there are no quotas in terms of institutional distribution.  

• The adjudication is based primarily on the quality of the project and the timeliness of the 
request for release time. 

• The fellowships are designed primarily for established career scholars in Canadian universities 
who  

- have demonstrated outstanding research ability 
- have published research through substantial publications in their field over an extended 

period 
- are Canadian citizens or permanent residents 

• The fellowships are to support a specific research project. 
• Most recipients are full professors in Canadian universities. 
• A CRC holder can apply, but  the University must confirm that the CRC has teaching 

responsibilities from which to be released; Killam makes an annual $70,000 contribution to 
replacement costs, and the CRC is assumed to cover the other expenses 

 
Preparing the nomination 
 

● Because these are release-time fellowships, applicants must describe their administrative and 
teaching load for the current year, previous year, and the load expected in the next year: 

- Name and number of courses 
- Number of class hours per course 
- Graduate/undergraduate level 
- Number of students per course 
- Supervision 

● Most successful projects are from individuals; for a team or multidisciplinary project, the 
applicant’s role must be the principal one and be clearly defined. 

● In describing the project, the following points must be addressed: 
- Scholarly significance 
- Creativity and originality, potential contribution to the advancement of knowledge 
- Appropriateness and clarity of the theoretical approach, formulation of hypotheses and 

statement of problems 
- Appropriateness of research plans and methods with respect to the objectives of the 

project 
- Appropriateness of the proposed schedule of research; accessibility of required data 
- Where applicable, social relevance or practical importance of the project 
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● Applicants should outline their qualifications, track record, scholarly achievement and 
experience in areas related to the proposal. 

● Describe why, at this point in your research career, a Killam Fellowship is crucial, for example, at 
the cusp of a potential breakthrough, taking your research in a new direction. 
 

Attachments to the Common CV (done in one combined Word or PDF document) 
 

● Five most significant contributions (1 page maximum)--must be framed clearly 
● Activities/Contributions (1 page maximum) 
● Interruptions/Delays (1 page maximum) 
● Patents and Copyrights (1 page maximum) 
● Publications from the start of your career (no page limit) 

 
Free form documents 
 

● Project summary (1 page maximum, Arial 12 pt, ¾” margins) should be written for highly 
educated non-specialists 

● Project description (6 pages maximum for description + 1 page maximum for bibliography for 
works referred to in the project, Arial 12 pt, ¾” margins) should be directed to the specialist 
scholar but aim to be understandable to the non-specialist 
 

Expert assessments 
 

● If you are re-applying, do not provide the names of the same four expert referees as previously. 
As well, make sure to avoid conflicts as indicated in the instructions to applicants: 
(http://www.canadacouncil.ca/prizes/killam/) 
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