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BACKGROUND 
 
The Heart and Stroke Foundation Canadian Partnership for Stroke Recovery (CPSR; 
www.canadianstroke.ca) is a not-for-profit corporation supported by Heart & Stroke and eight 
partner research institutions. Overall, CPSR brings together more than 150 basic and clinical 
researchers from universities, research institutes and rehabilitation hospitals across Canada and 
is the leading research partnership in the world focused exclusively on stroke recovery. Stroke is 
a leading cause of death and disability in Canada1 and 405,000 Canadians are living with long-
term disability from stroke2. With the aging population, increased risk of stroke in younger people 
(under age 50), and rising rates of obesity and diabetes, there is a strong need for better 
rehabilitation interventions to help the increasing number of stroke survivors living with physical, 
cognitive and psychosocial disabilities. 
 
CPSR was recently invited to submit a proposal for funding to the federal Network of Centres of 
Excellence (NCE) program.  The full proposal will support CPSR’s activities in research, training, 
and knowledge translation.  If successful, the proposal will result in a substantial increase in 
funding for stroke recovery activities in Canada over five years, beginning in 2019.  The purpose 
of this call for Letters of Intent is to generate a suite of research projects that will be included in 
CPSR’s proposal being submitted to the NCE on July 19, 2018. 
 

AREAS OF FOCUS 
 
CPSR is currently seeking Letters of Intent in the following four categories: 
 

1. Personalized approaches to stroke rehabiliation and recovery. There is increasing 
new evidence that certain biomarkers, particularly those focused on brain structure and 
function, could help answer some of the most difficult clinical questions in stroke 
rehabilitation, such as “What is this patient’s potential for recovery?” and “What is the 
best rehabilitation strategy for this person?”. CPSR intends to fund research proposals 
that build on existing databases to validate, and ultimately translate into practice, 
personalized approaches to stroke rehabilitation and recovery. The funding proposed for 
this type of project is $200,000 per year per project with a target of 2-3 projects being 
funded per year. 
 

2. Innovative new therapies and approaches.  In addition to the personalized 
approaches described above, CPSR intends on supporting smaller, proof-of concept 
grants aimed at catalyzing the development of innovative new approaches to stroke 
rehabilitation and recovery.  The expectation is that applicants will be able to explore 
novel ideas and use these results to design larger research studies. The funding 
proposed for this type of project is up to $50,000 per year per project with a target of 10 
projects being funded per year. 

 
3. Clinical trials to support the scale-up of novel approaches to stroke rehabilitation 

and recovery.  In its desire to create a pipeline from proof-of-concept to new practices, 

                                                 
1 2000 Economic Burden of Illness in Canada, Public Health Agency of Canada 
2 Krueger H et al. Prevalence of individuals experiencing the effects of stroke in Canada: Trends and 
Projections. Stroke 2015; Aug;46(8):2226-31. 

http://www.canadianstroke.ca/
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CPSR intends on supporting clinical trials focused on bringing new potentially game-
changing rehabiliation and recovery approaches into practice, or advancing them in the 
research pipeline.  The funding proposed for this type of project is between $500,000 and 
$1M per year per project with a target of 1-2 projects being funded per year.  

  
4. Implementation of new approaches.  There is a need to determine effective methods 

of closing the gap between best and current practice, both in the clinical setting and in 
the community, particularly in non-urban areas and amongst under-served populations 
(children, indigenous people).  CPSR intends on supporting projects that evaluate 
implementation strategies and approaches that overcome the barriers and challenges 
associated with delivering effective rehabilitation. The funding proposed for this type of 
project is up to $100,000 per year per project with a target of 2-3 projects being funded 
per year. 

 
In all cases, CPSR is interested in supporting projects that support the following strategic 
principles: 
 

1. Projects may be up to two years in duration but must have a translational focus, 
meaning there is a clear path, and plan, to move the knowledge gained from the 
research through the research pipeline from discovery to practice.    

 
2. Projects should involve end-users in a meaningful way, ensuring their perspectives and 

priorities are incorporated into the research design and process.  This may include 
people living with stroke, caregivers, clinicians, policy-makers, and community providers. 

 
3. Projects should effect a wide range of potential outcomes (preferably multiple) for those 

living with stroke and/or their caregivers.  This includes functional improvements, 
cognitive improvements, and psychosocial improvements.  

 
4. Projects should involve collaborations between different disciplines and institutions, 

including international collaborators.   
 

5. If possible, projects should engage relevant private and public-sector partner 
organizations and, ideally (but not required), include partner cash or in-kind contributions.  

 

CPSR RESOURCES 
 
CPSR has three platform infrastructures that may be of benefit to researchers and trainees. The 
three CPSR platforms are: 1) animal stroke model testing facility and preclinical brain imaging 
platform; 2) human brain imaging analysis pipeline; and 3) stroke rehabilitation clinical trial 
infrastructure. Each CPSR platform is a shared resource available to all and should be 
considered when designing projects. There are multiple ways to benefit from using these shared 
platforms, including directly (e.g., project data mining, imaging analysis) and indirectly (e.g., 
experimental training, advice and guidance). More information on each platform can be found on 
the CPSR website. For questions about CPSR platforms and resources, please email Farrell 
Leibovitch, CPSR Director Research and Training Programs: farrell@canadianstroke.ca. 
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In addition, CPSR has a Stroke Community Advisory Committee consisting of people living with 
stroke and caregivers.  This committee is actively involved in all aspects of CPSR and can 
provide a valuable resource to those applicants interested in engaging the stroke community in 
their projects. For questions about the CPSR Stroke Community Advisory Committee, please 
email Cathy Campbell, CPSR Director of Communications and Knowledge Translation: 
cathy@canadianstroke.ca. 
 

REVIEW PROCESS 
 
Letters of Intent will be due by 5:00 pm EDT on Monday, April 16, 2018.  Please send 
submissions by e-mail to CPSR Executive Director, Katie Lafferty: katie@canadianstroke.ca.  
 
The CPSR External Scientific Advisory Committee will review each project based upon the 
following criteria: 1) Excellence of the Research Approach, 2) Strategic Fit, and 3) Impact.  All 
three areas will be weighted equally.  High-scoring projects will be included in the CPSR’s 
application to the federal government in July 2018.  If CPSR is successful in its application, a full 
proposal will be requested of applicants who submitted successful Letters of Intent in December 
2018 for funding starting April 1, 2019 – March 31 2021.   
 

GUIDELINES 
 
Letters of Intent should: 
 

• be no longer than three pages in length (excluding the project team table, budget, and 
references);   

• use a font size of no smaller than 11 points; and 

• be submitted as a PDF. 
 
Letters of Intent must include the following: 
 
1. Project Title 
 
2. Letter of Intent Category (refer to the four categories listed on page 1) 
 
3. Project Team Table (as per below; add rows as necessary) 
 

Name Title  Organization Project Role* % Time Dedicated 
to Project 

     

     

 
*Roles include: 
 
Project Leader (PL): One or two people responsible for managing the project. Project Leaders 
must be employed or hold academic status at a university, post-secondary educational institution, 
hospital, or institute eligible to receive research funds from CIHR.   
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Principal Investigator (PI): Researchers who will receive CPSR funds for the project.  PIs must 
be employed or hold academic status at a university, post-secondary educational institution, 
hospital, or institute eligible to receive research funds from CIHR.   
Collaborator (C): Individuals who make a significant contribution to the project but do not qualify 
as PIs or will not be directly leading components of the project.  This includes international 
participants, end-users, and partner organization representatives. 
Highly Qualified Personnel (HQP): HQP are postdocs, trainees, students, technicians, 
programmers, research associates or other personnel that will be involved in the project.   
 
3. Project Summary (recommended length: 0.5 pages)  
 
Please provide a brief summary of the research question and approach, strategic fit, and impact 
(as per the sections below).  Should the project be accepted, the project summary will be included 
in the NCE application. 
 
4. Research Approach (recommended length: 1.5 pages)  
 
Describe the question(s) being answered, how this builds on previous CPSR research (if 
applicable) or specific strengths of the team, and the methodology or approach.  
 
5. Strategic Fit (recommended length: 0.5 pages)  
 
Describe how this project addresses the strategic principles (those that apply) as described on 
page 2.   
 
5. Impact (recommended length: 0.5 pages) 

 
Describe how knowledge gained from this project will be exploited to benefit those living with 
stroke and the broader stroke community via new therapies, practices, or programs.  Be specific 
about the pathway and timelines required to make such an impact. 
 
7.   Budget (use attached template) 
 
Please use the attached template to describe the project budget.  The budget should articulate 
both the level of CPSR funds requested and funds expected from other partner contributions. 
Please keep in mind the following: 
 

 

• No travel expenses (other than required for research purposes).  CPSR will budget 
separately for investigators to attend research meetings 

• All expenses must comply with Tri-Council guidelines. 

• Stipend support for graduate students will be at the current CIHR level 
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LETTER OF INTENT BUDGET TEMPLATE 
 
CPSR Funds Requested: 

Budget Item  
(Please add rows as required) 

Year 1 
April 1, 2019 – 
March 31, 2020 

Year 2 
April 1, 2020 –  
March 31, 2021 

Total 

Salaries and Stipends     

Graduate students    

Postdoctoral fellows    

Technical and professional 
assistants 

   

Other salaries (specify)    

Equipment (specify)    

Purchase or rental    

Maintenance costs    

Operating costs    

Other equipment costs (specify)    

Materials and supplies (specify)    

Computing costs (specify)    

Research-related travel    

Other expenditures (specify)    

Total    

 
Partner Contributions3 (Complete a separate table per partner) 
Name of Partner: 

Budget Item  
(Please add rows as required) 

Year 1 
April 1, 2019 – 
March 31, 2020 

Year 2 
April 1, 2020 –  
March 31, 2021 

Total 

Cash Contributions    

In-kind Contributions4    

Donation of equipment    

Logistical support of field work    

Provision of services    

Use of company facilities    

Salaries of scientific staff    

Salaries of administrative staff    

Project-related travel    

Other (specify)    

Total    

 

                                                 
3 A letter of support confirming the commitment may be requested for successful Letters of Intent. 
4 In-kind contributions are non-cash contributions.  These are contributions made specifically towards the 
research project that would not have existed otherwise.  Overhead (such as salaries, lab space, shared 
equipment) should not be included unless they were (or will be) donated or purchased specifically for the 
research project. 
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