
 

 

Expression of Interest Call 

Cancer Early Detection 2018-19  

 

 

At the Alberta Cancer Foundation, we are focused on changing the lives of Albertans facing 

cancer. Every day, we make the most impactful improvements to cancer care in Alberta. 

Together, we are bringing earlier detection, improved treatments, enhanced quality of life, 

and prevention strategies to all Albertans so that no matter where Albertans hear the words 

“you have cancer”, the investments we make today will change their lives.  

 

In partnership with Alberta Health Services, the Foundation is inviting members of the 

Alberta cancer research and clinical community to identify specific opportunities in the early 

detection of cancer.  

 

The Foundation is seeking to invest in solutions that improve outcomes for Albertans facing 

all cancer types through earlier detection, diagnosis and risk stratification of 

patients. Of particular interest are opportunities using liquid biopsies and biomarkers for 

the earlier detection of cancer in patients. A liquid biopsy examines a sample of blood and 

looks for circulating biomarkers from a tumor or for pieces of DNA from tumor cells. A liquid 

biopsy may be used to help find cancer at an early stage, before a patient displays any 

symptoms. Investments must have a direct line of sight to patients and families and a clear 

and direct impact on patient outcomes.  

 

Improving outcomes can be by means of any health technology or intervention that can 

assist health providers and patients make decisions leading to an increase in survival 

through earlier detection of cancer, and improved quality of life for patients throughout their 

cancer journey etc.  

 

The Foundation and our partners recognize that progress towards a cancer free future is 

being made across multiple disciplines, including medicine, nursing, physics, engineering, 

psychology, etc. Highly qualified individuals in any area ideally holding an academic 

appointment at an Alberta University or Alberta Health Services appointment are invited to 

apply. Solutions with a short time and a clear, plausible path to implementation in Alberta 

are encouraged.  

 

Individuals interested in putting forward an idea must submit an Alberta Cancer 

Foundation Expression of Interest Form by NOON (MST) on October 19th, 2018 

and a Letter of Intent by NOON (MST) on November 2nd, 2018. 

 

Note: 

This call for ideas is coordinated with Alberta Health and Alberta Innovates who are also on 

Early Detection but are targeting The Cancer Screening Research and Innovation 

Opportunity (CSRIO).  CSRIO aims to support the development and implementation of 

solutions that will optimize cancer screening in Alberta, with a specific emphasis on 

identifying and addressing issues in potentially underserved populations.  This opportunity 

https://albertacancer.ca/programinvestment/portal/earlydetection
https://albertacancer.ca/programinvestment/portal/earlydetection


 
will be announced separately through Alberta Innovates.  Applications more suitable for 

other funding opportunities may be shared between organizations. 

 

Further information is available in the Expression of Interest FAQ  

 

https://albertacancer.ca/document.doc?id=1260

